
118 Account of Ravenſionedale, in the County of I//?morland. [Sep. 1,

a&ted—here compliments are paid and re

turned, invitations given and received,

and all the little et cetera of faſhion per

formed. As I have mentioned ſcandal, I

cannot help obſerving, that, owing to the

great number of maidens who have felt

the pangs of ſlighted love, and have been

“unbroken in upon by kiſſes,” this vice

is too common, and often uſurps the place

of attic ſalt at their converſations. And

few are found charitable enough to corre&

its venom, and turn its ſhaft from inno

cence and beauty; which, fragile in their .

natures, ſoon feel its fatal effects.

The fine arts are here in a moſt de

plorable ſituation. There is one minia

ture-painter, who gives ſomething like a

human head for a guinea; and although

ſeveral artiſts of merit have attempted to

ſettle in this city, yet the want of being

ſupported, the neceſſary conſequence of

want of taſte, obliged them to fly to more

genial climes.

Five ſtatues (I recolle&t no more) orna

m ent Cork—one of William the Third,

in the Manſion-houſe, of lead, on a wooden

deſłal, painted in colours to reſemble

ife—An equeſtrian one of his late Ma

jeſty, on the Grand Parade, alſo of lead,

emphatically denominated, King George

on Horſeback—A moſt famous repreſen

tation of that celebrated patriot, Alder

man Lawton (who kept the city very

clean) in his robes, adol ms the Exchange.

The upper part of this latt elegant build

ing, when I was in Cork, was painted

yellow, the lower part black.

In the church of St. Nicholas is a very

fine monument, by Bacon, erected in me

mory of the late Lord Tračton, which

was refuſed admittance into the Cathedral

by the Dean, left it ſhould revive Popiſh

ideas ; and behind the Court-houſe is a

headleſs figure of James the Second,

which loyalty once erected, and which

loyalty, ever varying, pulled down again.

Although the fine arts are thus ne

glested, yet Cork has produced ſome ar

tiſts who honour their profeſſion—For in

ſtance, Mr. Barry, late profeſſor of paint

ing at the Royal Academy, whoſe pic

tures in the Adelphi immortaliſe his name,

as they ſtigmatiſe the Society for which

they were painted : Mr. Burk, one of

the moſt elegant and corre&t drawers we

have at preſent, and who, in my opinion,

is the only modern painter who ſeems to

poſſeſs clear notions of the beautiful ideal.

The late Mr. Butt, the Claude of Ireland,

was alſo a native of this place, as is the pre

ſent Mr. Grogan, excellent in depicting

ſcenes in low life. I have ſeen ſeveral of

his pićtures no way inferior to the preduc

tions of Hemſkirk.

Poetry is much indebted to the late

learned Dr. de la Cour, of this place,

whoſe Proſpect of Poetry is admirable.

This gentleman had the honour of his

works ſo much at heart, that having two

of his lines parodied, he became inſane,

and continued ſo till his death.

The lines were parodied thus —

The northern blaſt envelopes the ſchologue,

And whiſtles through his leathern malevogue

Your's, &c.

A. C. B.

-

For the Monthly Magazine.

Account of RaveNsroNED Ale, in west

MOR LaN D.

(Concluded from page 31 ºf our left.)

HE church, though ſmall, and not

ſufficiently capacious for containing

a greater number than fix hundred people.

is nevertheleſs a very neat and beautiful

ſtructure, fully adequate to the population

of the place, and capable of receiving a

much larger congregation than almoſt ever

aſſembles here ſor divine worſhip. This

church was rebuilt in 1744, is very light,

and admits a good circulation of air. The

chancel meaſures four paces in length, and

two and one-half in breadth. The whole

length of the nave is thirteen paces, and

its width eight. There are eight windows

to the ſouth, eight to the north, and two

to the eaſt. There is only one aiſle,

which is ſeven feet wide. The pulpit is

erected againſt the north ſide of the church,

and exačtly at the half length of the nave.

The ſeats are made of oak, and riſe re

gularly and beautifully one above another.

At the weſt end of the church is a gallery.

The ſteeple is in the form of a ſquare

tower, and has three bells. It is ſaid, that

the church here was formerly dedicated to

St. Oſwald. Although a pariſh church,

it is only a perpetual curacy; and is in

the patronage of the Earl of Lonſdale as

lord of the manor. The preſent incum

bent is the Rev. Mr. Bowneſs. The ſti

pend appertaining to the curate, and ari

fing from the ancient ſalary paid out of

the rectory, from lands given to the church

or purchaſed with money left for that pur

poſe, and from certain ſumsº
to it as annuities, was eſtimated by Dr.

Burn, in 1777, at 35l. per ann. Since

that time, two augmentations, of 40ci.

each, have been obtained from queen

Ann's and a private bounty in London,

and lands purchaſed therewith 5 inſomuch

- that
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that the yearly value of the curacy muſt

at this time be upwards of 7 ol. The

dwelling houſe belonging to the curate,

which is but a ſmall edifice, was built in

1781.

Here is alſo a handſome meeting-houſe

for diſſenters of calviniſtic principles. And

it is not more than juſtice to obſerve, that

this meeting-houſe is pretty well attended,

that the people in general who frequent it,

are ſtudious reſpecting the doctrines of

religion, and that the miniſter is a zealous

and laborious preacher. The miniſter has

lately eſtabliſhed a ſunday ſchool for the

education of youth in the principles of

chriſtianity, at which fifty or fixty ſcholars

frequently attend; and he regularly ſu

perintends their inſtruštion during the inter

vals of preaching. The revenue of this

meeting-houſe is ſomething more than 4ol.

per ann. a ſum certainly inadequate

to the maintenance of a clergyman's

family, and which, eſpecially during the

preſent exorbitant prices of the neceſiaries

of life, it is the indiſpenſable duty of the

congregation properly to confider.

The grammar-ſchool at Ravenſtonedale

was founded and endowed about the year

1688; and in 1758, a very good new

ſchool-houſe was built ; adjoining to

which a dwelling-houſe for the maſter was

alſo erected. Board and education being

here reaſonable, and, as yet, not exceeding

together eighteen guineas a year, there

are at preſent ſeveral boys from other

counties, who lodge in the village, and are

inſtructed at this ſchool in the different

branches of literature. The boys belong

ing to the pariſh, who learn the Latin and

Greek languages, are in conſideration of

the ſtipend of the ſchool, which at this

time amounts to nearly 35l. per ann.

taught free of expence, but for inſtruction

in any other department they pay accord

ingly. This ſchool might have been of

much more value than at preſent, and its

revenue would ſcarcely (if at all) have

been leſs than that of any other ſeminary

in the county, had not the truſtees impru

dently, and perhaps illegally, converted

two eſtates, purchaſed with the bequeſts

of the founders, into rent-charges or an

nuities. This was done almoſt a century

ago. One of the eſtates is now worth 791.

a year, or upwards; whereas the annuity

is only 6l. and the other rent charge is, no

doubt, proportionably inadequate to the

real value of the eſtate. The continual

‘decreaſe in the value of money, and conſe

quently increaſe in the value of land, ren

der all fixed ſums, in proceſs of time, very

defeative. It is greatly to be regretted,

that no public-ſpirited individuals ſhould

have attempted the recovery of theſe

eſtates; fince, beſides other illegalities

attending ačtions of this nature, there

is a ſpecial clauſe in the deed of

ſettlement, that the truſtees ſhall ap

ply the rents and profits of the ſaid

eſtates to the uſe of the ſchoolmaſter, and

ſhall not make any leaſe thereof for a

longer term than twenty-one years”. The

number of ſcholars, upon an average, is

about thirty-fix. There are very few of

the inhabitants, that are natives of this

pariſh, who cannot read; and the greateſt

part of them are able to write, and under

ſtand the common rules of arithmetic; and

in many inſtances, the more ſubſtantial

landholders procure their children a very

good education. Inſtrućtion is ſo cheap,

that it is not placed beyond the reach of

the pooreſt; and the anxiety expreſſed by

the people for the inſtruction of their chiſ.

dren, proves that they are impreſſed with

a due ſenſe of the importance and utility

of education, in almoſt every department

and tranſaction of life nay, they have

often been known voluntarily to undergo

hardſhip and fatigue, that they might pro
cure their children uſeful and virtuous in

ſtrustion; and many have been ſufficiently

requited for ſuch care and attention by

their ſons thereby riſing to affluence and

eminence, and acquiring the reſpect and
eſteem of mankind.

Ravenſtomedale, though divided into

what are here denominated angles, is never

theleſs all one conſtablewick it provides

for its poor conjointly, and has no ſubor

dinate or independent townſhips. The

number of poor upon the roll for laſt year,

amounted to 156; and the ſum expend

ed for their relief was upwards of socł.

which, at an average, might probably be

1s. 3d. for each perſon, per week. No

one received more than 4.s. 6d. per week,

and none had leſs than 1s. 6d. a month;

and diſtribution was made according to
the nature and circumſtances of the caſe.

Stock to the amount of 5831. 6s. 8d. was

ſometime ago purchaſed in the three per

cent. conſol. annuities, for the benefit of

the poor of this pariſh ; and the intereſt

of this ſum is regularly applied to their

relief. . At the time of Biſhop Nicolſon's

parochial viſitation in 1703, he was in

formed by the church-wardens of Raven

ſtonedale, they had not had a beggar in

the Pariſh within the memory of man;

* Dr. Burn,

and
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and between thirty and forty years ago,

the poor-rates did not amount to 2 ol. per

annum.

The price of labour, as perhaps in all

other places, is very unequal to the pre

ſent prices of proviſions. Men ſervants

with vićtuals have from 6l. to 1 ol. ; and

maid ſervants from 31. to 41, a year.

Common labourers have in ſummer 12d.

and in winter 8d. a day and their vićtuals.

Carpenters and maſons have 2s. per day,

without vićtuals. Taylors have Is a day,

and vićtuals. During the hay-harveſt,

which for the moſt part commences here

towards the end of June or beginning of

July, men have 2s. or 2s. 6d. ; women Is...;

boys 1s. per day, and their vićtuals. Men,

who hire for a month in the hay

harveſt, have from 21. to 31.; women, from

16s. to 11.7s. ; boys, from 12s. to 11.4s. ;

and they are alſo allowed vićtuals and

drink. After the hay-harveſt is finiſhed,

the greateſt part of the men, women, and

children betake themſelves to the knitting

of worſted flockings for Kendal, and ſome

of them will earn by this buſineſs five or

ſix ſhillings a week. The number of

ſtºckings knit in Ravenſtonedale has been

computed at upwards of one thouſand

pairs per week, one week with another

through the year. Oatmeal is at

preſent 2s. 6d. the Wincheſter peck.

Flour is 5s. 9d. a ſtone. During the laſt

winter and ſpring, beef ſold at 7d. ; mut

ton at 7d. ; veal at 6d. ; and pork at 8d per

pound. The oatmeal is chiefly ſupplied

from the market of Kirkby-ſtephen.

To the north and north-eaſt of the

church is a pretty large park, the wall of

which appears to have been ten feet high,

or upwards; but there is no remembrance,

that deer were ever kept in it : it was

fenced about by Philip Lord Wharton, in

the year 1660. Of the land taken for

the formation of this park, tradition ſays

(and we muſt alſo centeſs, there are ſome

fººts, which ſeem ſtrongly to favour a re

port of this nature), that it was the pro

perty of the inhabitants, and the then iord

of the manor deprived them of it; but as

a ſmall compenſation for the injury there

by ſuſtained, he allowed thera to incloſe

and cultivate part of the adjacent com

mon. In this park, it is ſaid, formerly,

ſtood the village of Ravenſtonedale.

Anciently this pariſh had very great

and extenſive privileges conferred upon it,

by ſome of the popes, and the kings of

this realm. Theſe privileges appear to

have been granted, in conſideration of the

manor and advowſon being annexed to the

priory of Walten in Yorkſhire, which

was of the order of Sempringham in Lin

colnſhire. By theſe grants the inhabitants

had not only a freedom from toll and other

perſonal or pecuniary charges, but they

had alſo the privilege of ſam&tuary,

throughout the whole of their poſſeſſions ;

inſomuch that the ſheriff, or any other of

the king's officers, could not enter to ap

prehend offenders, but the criminals were

to be tried before the ſteward of the ma

nor, by a jury of the tenants, and puniſh

ed or acquitted according to the ſentence

of that court. Exceptions were however

made in caſes of life and member, when

the culprits were to be tried within the

manor, by commiſſioners appointed by the

crown; and the priory was entitled to the

goods and effects of the felons attainted.

In purſuance of theſe grants and privileges,

a manuſcript of Mr. Anthony Fothergill

of Trannahill in this pariſh, written in

the year 1645, ſets forth, that if a mur

derer fled to the church or ſančtuary, and

tolled the holy bell (as it was called), he

was free; and that if a ſtranger, who had

offended, came within the precin&ts of the

manor, he was ſafe from any purſuer. And

he alſo adds, “Of our own knowledge,

and within our own memory, no felon

(though a murderer) was to be carried out

of the pariſh for trial.” And at this time,

there is a place within the lord’s park, in

fight of the ancient highway leading from

Kirkby-ſtephen to Kendal, commonly call

ed and known by the name of the gallows

hill, which was undoubtedly the ſpot

allotted for the execution of criminals.

A mercements for bloodſhed and other

crimes, not felony, were frequent not very

many years ago ; and the juriſdićtion rela

tive to offences of this nature indiſputably

ſtill exiſts, for no act of parliament hath

ever aboliſhed it. But the privilege of

ſanétuary, in this and all other places, was

annuiled in the reign of James I. and

the other privileges have become ex

tinºt. The lord of the manor, however,

ſtill exerciſes the juriſdiction of proving

of wills and granting letters of adminiſtra

tion,which is a privilege of prior origin to

any of the aforeſaid ancient grants; and

the ſteward of the lord’s court adminiſters

the oath of office to the churchwardens of

the pariſh ; but in all other particulars,

this place hath no peculiar exemption. All

the land here is held of the lord of the

manor by cuſtomary tenure ; and what

may be reckoned a remnant of ancient vaſ

ſalage, the tenements cannot be broken or

divided without the previous conſent of

the lord.

At a place called Raſate (the word raſ:

I - - Irobably

•
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probably denoting a hill or riſing ground),

not far from Sunbiggin tarn, are two tu

muli, which were opened, and many hu

man bodies found in them. It was ob

ſerved, that the bodies were placed in ſuch

a manner that all the heads extended to

the ſummit of the hill, and that the hands

were ſtretched over their breaſts. At

Newbiggin, a village, in this pariſh, there

was formerly a chapel, ſuppoſed to have

been dedicated to St. Helen; and at the

north end of the village, is a field called

chapel garth, and a ſpring known by the

name of St. Helen's well. On the high

way from Kirkby-ſtephen to Sedberg, and

near Rawthey bridge, is a circle of large

ſtones, ſuppoſed to be the remains of a

Druidical temple. Mr. Fawcett Hunter

had a houſe lately, remarkable for its fitu

ation, which was very deſcriptive of the

nature and elevation of the country. The

water that fell off one ſide of this houſe,

ran into a brook that joins the river Eden,

which empties itſelf into the ſea below

Carliſle; whilſt the water that deſcended

from the other fide of the houſe, flowed

into the rivers Rawthey and Lune, which

fall into the ſea below Lancaſter. -

Of perſons that deſerve to be particu

larly mentioned, and who were once emi

ment and diſtinguiſhed charaćters, and na

tives of this pariſh, we may perhaps pro

erly reckon the following. 1. Sir Wil

#. Fothergill, who lived in the reign of

king Henry VIII. and was ſtandard-bearer

to Sir Thomas Wharton, at the famous

rencounter at Sollom Moſs, where a very

few Engliſh routed a Scotch army of fif

teen thouſand men. 2. George Fother

gill, eſq. of Tarn-houſe, who lived in the

time of Charles II. and was clerk of the

peace for the county of Weſtmoreland.

3. Thomas Fothergill, B. D. maſter of

St. John’s College in Cambridge, and

founder of the grammar-ſchool in Raven

fionedale. 4. Mr. Anthony Fothergill

of Brounber, who, without any aſſiſtance

from a liberal education, and by the mere

force of natural endowments, was the au

thor of ſeveral confiderable tračts, religi

ous and controverfial. 5. George Fother

ill, D. D. late principal of St. Edmund

#. in Oxford, who favoured the public

during his life with ſeveral ſermons

preached before the univerſity on particu

lar occaſions, and left behind him two vo

lumes of ſermons for publication, which

exačtly pourtray the life and manners of

the author. He was a perſon of the

greateſt piety and virtue; and whilſt fel

low of Queen's College, in the ſame uni

verſity, was univerſally eſteemed one of the
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moſt learned and eminent tutors of his

time”. He died in 1760, aged fifty-four.

6. Thomas Fothergill, D. D. late provoſt

of Queen's college in Oxford, prebendary

of Durham, and a younger brother of the

above-mentioned Dr. George Fothergill.

He ſucceeded his brother as tutor in the

college, and in every reſpect imitated his

amiable and laudable example. He was

author of ſeveral ſermons; and died in

1796, in the eighty-third year of his age.

Both brothers were great benefactors to

the public inſtitutions here ; and their me

mories will be long held in reverence and

eſteem. -

The public roads in this pariſh, and

indeed throughout the whole county,

have been conſiderably improved of late

years. In Ravenſtonedale three pence per

pound, according to valuation, is paid an

nually out of all landed property, as a mo

dus or preſcription for the making and re

pairing of roads ; and as excellent mate

rials are near at hand, they are not only

well made, but kept in good repair.

There are two large turnpikes, with ſeve

ral croſs roads, in the pariſh; and ſome,

others are at preſent under contemplation.

It is to be hoped, that no prejudices ſhall

operate to counteraśt any improvements

that may be deemed neceſſary, and which,

however confidered in the mean time, muſt

ultimately conduce to the comfort and

the advantage of the people.

A book-ſociety was ſet on foot here,

about ſeven or eight years ago; but in

the ſpace of two or three years, it was

found neceſſary to be diſſolved. The ſub

ſcription money, which was only five ſhil

lings per ann. was certainly very inade

quate to an undertaking of this nature.

But independent of this, the genius and

circumſtances of the peoºle, who from

their occupation cannot be ſuppoſed great

ly inclined to purſuits of a literary tenden

cy, were perhaps the moſt ſerious difficul

ties, with which this inſtitution had to

contend. . In giving a general charaćter

of the inhabitants, however, it is only

juſt to ſay, that they are a ſenſible, ſober,

and induſtrious peºple'; and though poſ

ſeſſing a competent ſhare of the conforts

and conveniences of life, they have not ar

rived at ſuch a ſtate of civilization and re

finement, as to depart from that pleaſing

ſimplicity which characterizes and adorns

rural ſcenes. & /

In th s pariſh are abou 130 horſes of

all deſcriptions; and 10170 ſheep upon

“See Public Characters of 1799 and 1806,”

in the life (I think) of Dr. Harrington.

R. the
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the commons. In the river Lon or Lune,

which has its riſe here, and in the rivulet

that runs through the pariſh, are very

ood trouts. In a tarn alſo, at the head

of the village of Ravenſtonedale, are trouts

and a great number of eels. The wild

quadrupeds here are foxes, otters, hares,

wild cats, pole-cats, ermines and weaſels.

The birds are partridges, plovers, wild

ducks, teals, ſnipes, and a great number

of moor game. Of migratory birds there

are the cuckow, the goatſucker, the ſwift,

the houſe and window ſwallow, the ſand

martin or river ſwallow, the curlew, the

lapwing, the tewit, and the ſandpiper.

There is alſo great plenty of the rarer

ſpecies of birds, as the land and water rail.

the miſſel thruſh, the goldfinch and bul

finch, the willow-wren, the redſtart, the

fly-catcher; with the dun, the grey, and

the barn owls.

The cuckoo uſually appears here about

the 20th of April, and departs about the

5th of July; the houſe and window-ſwal

Jows about the zoth of April, and depart

from the 4th to the 3cth of September;

the ſand-martin from the 15th to the 31ſt

of March, and departs about the 1ſt. of Sep

tember; the curlew and lapwing about the

middle of March and depart about the mid

dle of Auguſt; the ſwift and goatſucker ar

rive at the commencement of continued day

light, which is about the 9th of May, and

depart at the end of it, which is about

the 2d of Auguſt; the ſandpiper viſits

and ſtays through the whole of the breed

ing ſeaſon; and the tewit is often found

here in winter, when the weather is mild.

On the top of Wildboar-fell, the high

eft mountain in the pariſh, and perhaps

not much inferior to any in the county,

is frequently a very remarkable phenome

non, called a helm-wind, which probably

nowhere exiſts in the kingdom, but in the

north-eaſt part of Weſtmoreland, and on

the confines of the counties of Yorkſhire

and Lancaſhire. A rolling cloud, for

three or four days inceſſantly floats on

the ſummit of this mountain, when the

ſky is clear in every other part. This

cloud is called by the country people the

belm, which is ſaid to be an Anglo

Saxon word, ſignifying a covering for the

head, and from whence comes the dimi

nutive helmet. This helm is not diſperſ

ed or blown away by the wind, but re

mains in its ſtation, although a violent

and rcaring hurricane iſſues with incredi

ble fury down the ſides of the mountain,

and threatens to deſtroy all before it. On

a ſudden enſues a profound calm ; and

then again alternately the tempeſt; which

ſeldom extends into the country, more than

a mile or two from the foot of the moun

tain.

-º-

To the Editor of the Monthly Magazine.

SIR,

N your Number, publiſhed laſt month,

I obſerve a detailed account of the Na

tional Debt, and a terrifying view of our

Financial Situation. If I can make it ap

É. to the writer, who has ſubſcribed

imſelf M. N. that, through haſte, or in

advertence, he has fallen into any miſtake,

I venture to preſume that he will hold him

ſelf under an obligation to me; but this

is far from being my ſtrongeſt motive for

requeſting you to inſert this letter in your

valuable Repoſitory. I ſhall endeavour to

ſupply the public with a more correct

ſtatement of its preſent debt, than has ap

peared in any former publication. Should

I fall in the undertaking, you will find

me, Sir, moſt willing to acknowledge, and

rećtify my error.

“It is to be obſerved (ſays M. N.)

that the ſtock charged upon the income

tax, and the Imperial-loan, which are pro

perly included in Mr. Tierney's and Mr.

Morgan's ſtatements, has, in this very

conciſe account (Mr. Addington's) been

entirely omitted.” But a reference to the

reſolutions ſubmitted to the Houſe of Com

mons, will clearly ſhew, that Mr. Tierney,

as well as Mr. Addington, dedućts the

advances to the Emperor. Mr. Tierney

ſtates (as M. N. has juſtly obſerved) “that

the total amount of the public funded

debt was, on the 1ſt of February, 1801,

484,365,4641. of which ſum 27,211,3831.”

is on account of Ireland and the Empe

ror of Germany;” but what are the re

maining words of the reſolution They

are, as follows—“ leaving a funded debt

charged upon GreatBritain of 457,154,c8 11.

including 56,445,000l. the intereſt of

which is to be defrayed, and the capital

redeemed, by the tax on income.”

484,365,4641.

27,211,3831. to be dedućted on account

of Ireland, and the Em

peror of Germany.
-

457,154,0811.

* 7,502,6331. Three per cent.ſtock created

by advances to the Em

peror.

19,728,75:1. Capital ſtock on account of

-- Ireland.

27,211,333l.

Thus


